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 (1746-1816) 

 

Joseph Roque
 
was a prominent interpreter and officer of the Indian Department when the 

British ruled over Mackinac and its western dependencies. Roque was much trusted by 

the British officers, and in 1780 accompanied Wabasha on his raid against St. Louis and 

the forces of George Rogers Clark in Illinois. He ranked as lieutenant in the Indian 

service, and at the close of the Revolution remained in the pay of the British government, 

being likewise prominent in the fur trade.  

 

During the War of 1812-15 he was employed by the English authorities and accompanied 

Colonel William McKay as lieutenant and interpreter on his Prairie du Chien expedition 

in 1814. Joseph was married to La Bleu a Mdewakanton woman, the daughter of old 

Wabasha (aka Wapahasha I). According to Winnebago tradition, he had a wintering 

ground on a branch of Beaver Creek, not far from Galesville, and the occupancy of this 

region by him and a companion gave to this branch its name of French Creek. 

 

Joseph’s Half-Breed son, Augustin, was likewise an interpreter in the service of the 

British. With his father he accompanied McKay's Prairie du Chien expedition of 1814 

with the rank of lieutenant. At the conclusion of the war Augustin took up his home with 

Wabasha’s Indians and established several trading posts on the upper Mississippi. The 

same Winnebago tradition that ascribes a camp in Trempealeau County to the father, 

Joseph, also ascribes a post on Beaver Creek to the son, Augustin. The Indian name of 

Beaver Creek, Seen-tah-ro-cah, is from St. Roque, the original French family name of 

this hunter.  
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1
Joseph Rocque (1746-1817) and his son Augustin Rocque (1787-1856) were the earliest settlers at the 

lower end of Lake Pepin on the Mississippi River. Both also served as scouts/interrupters for the British. 

They trapped and traded in what are now the Minnesota counties of Winona and Wabasha and the 

Wisconsin counties of Buffalo and Trempealeau.  


